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The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman 24

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW Room 814
Washington, DC 200554

CC: Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt:

As an elementary school principal with 499 students
as my primary responsibility, | am writing in strong
support of affordable and meaningful discounts for all
schools and libraries. One of the major goals of any
educator is to make each student in your care a life-
long learner which having access to the world of
information technology will assure.

There is no doubt that advanced telecommunications
services are important to improving learning,
sparking the imagination and leveling the playing field
for all of this nation's people. Affordable access to
technology in all classrooms and libraries will assure
that our children and life-long learners can connect
with the technology needed to compete in today's and
tomorrow's workforce. Advanced telecommunications
services in the classroom will also create informed and

skilled consumers of new technology well into the 21st
century.

As the Federal Communications Commission and the

Federal-State Joint Board implement the universal

serve provision I urge you to ensure that

telecommunications companies provide services to

schools and libraries at significantly discounted rates.

All schools and libraries need long-term discounts

that are truly affordable, flexible and offer choice in

determining which services best meet each communities

needs. It is imperative that these services are linked ‘

directly into the classroom, lab and work station.
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I ask you to act upon this historic opportunity to
bring the world of information to every school child
and lifelong learner in America.

Sincerely,

et G Sn

Anne Mary Smith, IHM
Principal
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CreiIGHTON ELEMENTARY ScHooL DistriCT

learning today for a new tomorrow
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COVERNING BOARD |
Mary K. Maim CC Docket No. 96-45 .
President : RECEIV*’“
Jeffreyl G:iney NOV g Q
Cler
are Hi The Honorable Reed Hunt . 12 1595
ary High . fetoe
Audrey McKnight Chairman o o i,
Joe Nolan, Jr. Federal Communications Commission Office o Sespmnes i oion
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 814 Ry
SUPERINTENDENT Washington, D.C. 20554

Dr. Donald D. Covey

Dear Mr. Hunt:

| am the school board President in the Creighton Elementary Schoo! District in
Phoenix, Arizona, and | am writing to urge the Federal-State Joint Board and the
FCC to adopt rules that aggressively implement the universal service provisions
of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 for school districts and libraries. |
support the comments filed by the National School Boards Association as
regacds this issue. Please include this letter in the formal reccrd.

I worild like to urge the FCC to include in their plans comprehensive discounts
for a range of telecommunications services that will give the Creighton District
more affordable access to Internet services, as well as for voice, data and video
capabilities necessary for distance leaming possibilities.  Through our
experiences with technology use in our district, we have learned that these
services must be provided directly to the classroom, where it can be integrated
into the classroom curriculum where it can most effectively impact instructional
delivery. | encourage the Commission to not only consider the initial capital
expenses of such services, but the ongoing costs of support and training as
well,

The Creighton School District is located in east central Phoenix, Arizona, and
has seven urban schools serving 8000 students in grades K-8. Our
disadvantaged students represent a segment of our nation’s population that
frequently have litlle hope of achieving the “American Dream” but who have the
potential to succeed in our universities and workplaces given appropriate and
meaningful educational opportunities. Recognizing that we needed to update,
expand and strengthen the use of technology for instructional purposes, a five-
year strategic plan was developed in 1991. Phase One provided increased
access to state-of-the-art technology by upgrading computer labs, providing
technology for research in our libraries and teacher workstations in the
classrooms.

In the four years since the 19891 technology plan was adopted, we have’
increased access to technology in our classrooms on minimal basis with the
current ratio being 1 computer for every fourteen students. In addition, we have
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provided teacher technology training in the form of teacher workshops which
focused on the use of software, hardware and Internet use. These efforts while
successful within their scope, have resulted in limited access to technology in
the classroom, and limited integration of technology in the curriculum. We
recognize the need for greater access and more intensive staff development
efforts if we are to achieve the broader use of telecommunications technology to
achiove our vision of a classroom without walls.

Our district has experienced the difficulties of low student to computer ratios,
outdated hardware and software, and lack of funding to obtain emerging
technologies. The “affordability” barrier with technology is a challenging one,
but we feel that access for students is critical to ensuring that our children are
able to succesd in a high-tech marketplace. | encourage the Commission to
adopt rules that will help bring the widest range of educational technologies to
our schoolchiidren.

Ms. Mary  Malm
School Board President
Creighton Elementary School District No. 14

MKM/srsg
5/6/96
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BOARD OF EDUCATION Education Center ADMINISTRATION
Michael J. Porro 49 Cofttage Place Frederick J. Stokley,
President Ridgewood, NJ 07451 Superintendent
Charies V. Reilly 201-870-2700 Joyce A. Snider,
Vice President Fax: 201-870-2668 Acting Deputy Superintendent
Sheila Brogan Thomas R. Burgin,
Tonia Cohen Business Administrator/
Arthur J. Doyle Board Secretary
May 7, 1995
The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman R ‘ .
Federal Communications Commission ECE IVE D
1919 M Street, NW, Room 814 NOV
Washington, D.C. 20554 12 1996
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Dear Chairman Hundt:

I am President of the Ridgewood, New Jersey, Board of Education and |
am writing to urge the Federal-State Joint Board and the Federal
Communications Commission to adopt rules which will fully implement the
universal service provisions of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 for schools
and libraries. | also support the comments of the National School Boards
Association and others. Please include this letter in the formal record of the
proceedings on CC Docket #96.

! urge the FCC to include a range of telecommunications services at
discounts that will give Ridgewood more affordable access to the Internet as well
as to interactive, voice, data and video capability necessary for distance
learning. | also urge that these services be provided directly to the classroom
and that the Commission address funding for both capital expenses and
operating costs.

In Ridgewood, a suburban district, all nine schools have dial-up access to
on-line services. This is costly in that we pay for a telephone line for each
classroom. Also, the district has a T1 line to Rutgers for our Internet connection,
at a cost of about $9,000 annually.
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Some technologies the district would like to implement are the following:

 Distance learning with universities. The district is currently discussing
the expansion of an existing relationship with a university to include
this capability.

¢ Network-based simulations with students from other school districts,
virtual reality demonstrations, and explorations on the internet.

« Connecting the school libraries to the county public library system for
real-time searches and reservation of materials.

e Home access to school resources such as CD-ROM towers and
Internet access.
Highly secure home access to student records for parents.
Full motion video-conferencing both locally, within the community, and
across the Internet.

¢ Simulation/model development of complex physical, biological and
economic systems.

The "affordability” barriers to technology usage in Ridgewood include:

e The most significant start-up cost that is a problem for the district is
wiring the classrooms and offices of the district to local area networks
and a wide area network.

e Time for training, an essential component, is very difficult to obtain
within the constraints of the current school day and year. There is a
hidden cost to always being at the middie or end of the technology
cycle. Hardware that is affordable to schools is never cutting edge or
even leading edge, so we always are purchasing at the middle or later
portion of a life cycle.

¢ The cost of purchasing and maintaining current versions of software,
as they are revised and upgraded, is a significant burden.

Some benefits of technology that we have seen in Ridgewood are:

¢ Use of the Internet has been enormously well received by both faculty
members and students at Ridgewood High School.

¢ Use of technology like LegoDacta has been exciting for elementary
and middle school students who have been actively engaged in
hands-on problem solving.

e Student production of daily television programs at Benjamin Franklin
Middle School has exposed students to career opportunities and
informed the school and community about current events.

o Students in the Fine Arts and Graphics Arts programs have used the
professional tools which they will encounter in the workplace of today,
and have become adept in using those tools.



¢ Our high school newspaper is now composed for publication in much
the same way that commercial publications are composed. Students,
again, are gaining valuable skills for the workplace.

e The use of simulations has engaged students in complex problem-
solving using “games" such as Sim-Town, Sim-Earth, and Sim-City.

In Ridgewood, we firmly believe that technology in the classroom is
essential to ensuring that our children can succeed in a high-tech world
marketplace. 1 urge the Commission to adopt rules that will help bring the
broadest range of educational technology to our students.

Sincerely,
/

Michael J. Porro, President
Ridgewood Board of Education

MJP:ctd
cC: Board Members
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RIDGEWOOD PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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The Henorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket #96-45
Dear Chairrnan Hundt:

| am Superintendent of Schools in Ridgewood, New Jersey, and | am
writing to urge the Federal-State Joint Board and the Federal Communications
Commission to adopt rules which will fully implement the universal service
provisions of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 for schools and libraries. |
also support the comments of the National School Boards Association and
others. Please include this letter in the formal record of the proceedings on CC
Docket #96.

| urge the FCC to include a range of telecommunications services at
discounts that will give Ridgewood more affordable access to the Internet as well
as to interactive, voice, data and video capability necessary for distance
learning. | also urge that these services be provided directly to the classroom
and that the Commission address funding for both capital expenses and
operating costs.

In Ridgewood, a suburban district, all nine schools have dial-up access to
on-line services. This is costly in that we pay for a telephone line for each
classroom. Also, the district has a T1 line to Rutgers for our Internet connection,
at a cost of about $9,000 annualily.
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Some technologies the district would like to implement are the following:

o Distance learning with universities. The district is currently discussing
the expansion of an existing relationship with a university to include
this capability.

e Network-based simulations with students from other school districts,
virtual reality demonstrations, and explorations on the Internet.

e Connecting the school libraries to the county public library system for
real-time searches and reservation of materials.

e Home access to school resources such as CD-ROM towers and
Internet access.

Highly secure home access to student records for parents.
Full motion video-conferencing both locally, within the community, and
across the Internet.

e Simulation/model development of complex physical, biological and
economic systems.

The "affordability" barriers to technology usage in Ridgewood include:

e The most significant start-up cost that is a problem for the district is
wiring the classrooms and offices of the district to local area networks
and a wide area network.

e Time for training, an essential component, is very difficult to obtain
within the constraints of the current school day and year. There is a
hidden cost to always being at the middle or end of the technology
cycle. Hardware that is affordable to schools is never cutting edge or
even leading edge, so we always are purchasing at the middle or later
portion of a life cycle.

o The cost of purchasing and maintaining current versions of software,
as they are revised and upgraded, is a significant burden.

Some benefits of technology that we have seen in Ridgewood are:

¢ Use of the Internet has been enormously welt received by both faculty
members and students at Ridgewood High School.

e Use of technology like LegoDacta has been exciting for elementary
and middle school students who have been actively engaged in
hands-on problem solving.

e Student production of daily television programs at Benjamin Franklin
Middle School has exposed students to career opportunities and
informed the school and community about current events.

e Students in the Fine Arts and Graphics Arts programs have used the
professional tools which they will encounter in the workplace of today,
and have become adept in using those tools.



e Our high school newspaper is now composed for publication in much
the same way that commercial publications are composed. Students,
again, are gaining valuable skills for the workplace.

e The use of simulations has engaged students in complex problem-
solving using “games" such as Sim-Town, Sim-Earth, and Sim-City.

In Ridgewood, we firmly believe that technology in the classroom is
essential to ensuring that our children can succeed in a high-tech world
marketplace. | urge the Commission to adopt rules that will help bring the
broadest range of educational technology to our students.

Sincerely,

W .
%. Stokley L%/

Superintendent of Schools

FJS:ctd
cC: Board Members
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE
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SeCRETARY OF STATE (217) 782-2994
FY PARTE OR LATE FILED
May 1, 1996 ’ .
RECEIVER
NoV 1 9 1996

The Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission Fedez “omunicaon o
1919 M Street. N.W. - Room 814 Oice of Sacropyy ™ 25100
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: FCC Docket # 96-45
In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board Universal Service

Dear Mr. Hundt:

The Universal Service provisions being addressed by the Federal-State Joint Board are of vital
interest to the lllinois library community. How the needs of schools and libraries are addressed
will determine the parameters of information access during many years to come.

Under the office of George H. Ryan, Secretary of State and State Librarian, the lllinois State
Library coordinates a network of over 3,000 libraries (academic, public, school and special)
that work together in sharing resources in meeting the information needs of people throughout
our diverse state.  This lllinois Library & Information Network (ILLINET) is a nationally
recognized model of cooperation and ensures that the state’s citizens receive the best
possible library and information service through resource sharing. However,
telecommunications charges incurred from electronic networking are a major barrier to
information access for library patrons particularly in rural areas. Over 125 public libraries in the
state have annual budgets of less than $25,000. Telecommunications costs of hundreds of
dollars per month to access electronic information are much too expensive for these libraries
and others. Despite making computers and technology training available to libraries through
various lllinois State Library grant programs, computer usage is limited because of the access
charges.

| urge the Federal-State Joint Board to implement the recommendations submitted to the
Federal Communications Commission by the American Library Association in early April. This
national association representing over 58,000 librarians, vendors, and library governing
boards, focused on the following key points:

All telecommunications services should be made available to libraries at a discount
o Library discounts should be made available at the lower of either (1) the lowest price
offered to any customer, or (2) the total Service Long Run Incremental Cost
e Libraries in rural and high cost areas should receive further discounts /
d
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Federal Communications Commission - p. 2

The lilinois State Library has also been working with other state education agencies in
addressing telecommunications issues. The joint comments submitted in early May by the
llinois State Board of Education, lllinois State Library, lllinois Community College Board, and
the lllinois Board of Higher Education to the Federal-State Joint Board are also important
guidelines as the services available at special rates to libraries and schools are determined.

| urge the Federal-State Joint Board to implement rulemaking that enables libraries and
schools to be full partners in electronic networking in the information age.

=~

Director
lllinois State Library

BLL/admn
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The Honorable Reed Hundt Noy 1219
Chairman, Federal Communication Commission o %
1919 M Street, NW, Room 814 iy
Washington, DC 20554 00 0f Sorpgapy oSO

Dear Chairman Hundt:

| am the Information Services Supervisor for the Great Falls Public Schools,
Great Falls, Montana, and as such supervise the school libraries and instructional
technology installation. | would like to urge the Federal-States Joint Board in the FCC
to adopt rules fully and aggressively implement the universal service provisions of the
Federal Communications Act of 1996 for schools and libraries. | also support the
comments filed by the National School Boards Association, et. al. Please include this
letter in the formal record. | specifically urge the FCC to include for deep discounts, a
range of telecommunication services that will give my district more affordable access
to the Internet as well as to interactive, voice, data, and video capabiiities necessary
for distance learning. It is also important that these services be provided directly to
classrooms where learning actually takes place.

Finally | urge the commission to address the affordability needs of both the
capitol expenses of the services and the on going costs. Our district is located in a city
with a population of 55,000 on the eastern side of the Rocky Mountain front. By July 1
we will have completed a district wide wiring project that provides a LAN for all
classrooms, offices and pubiic areas. Gur WAN is currenily provided by US West
Frame Relay. We have piloted Internet access in five different schools this spring and
want to provide Internet access to each of the classrooms in our district of
approximately 13,000 students. We have had a three year succession of mill levy
failures but were able to pass a very conservative levy this spring. Given our citizen’s
increasing concern with rising taxes, it is critical that we have some way to supplement
the cost of new technologies. While our students are our future, the ability of the public
school system to provide students with access and training in information technology
is severely hampered by the dollar cost for that technology. This spring as the five
schools piloted access to Internet in each of their locations, it was incredible to see the
impact on both students and instructors as they began to utilize the access to wide
ranges of information and communication. Technology in the classroom is critical in
insuring that our children can succeed in a high tech world market place. | urge the
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commission to adopt rules that will help bring the broadest range of technology to our
school children.

Sincerely
fi 125

Mary Lyn Reitz
Supervisor Information Services

MLR:je
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GRANITE SCHOOL DISTRICT

340 EAST 3545 SOUTH « SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 84115 « PHONE: (801) 263-6100

May 3, 1996 RECE/VED
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The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman ’ce of § ue:: @,}, “MMissjon
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt:

As a member of the Granite School District Board of Education, I would like to
urge the Federal-State Joint Board and the Federal Communications Commission to adopt
rules that fully and aggressively implement the universal service provisions of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996 for schools and libraries. I also support the comments
filed by the National School Boards Association, et. al. Please include my letter in the
formal record.

Specifically, I urge the FCC to mclude for deep discounts a range of
telecommunications services that will give Granite District more affordable access to the
Internet as well as to the interactive, voice, data and video capability necessary for distance
learning. It is imperative that these services be provided directly to the classroom, where
the learning actually takes place. I urge the Commission to address the affordability needs
of both the capital expenses of services and the ongoing costs.

Granite District provides services to nearly 75,000 students in urban and suburban
areas. As the 28th largest school district in the nation, Granite services 62 elementary
schools, 15 junior high schools, 9 high schools, and 3 special schools. Presently, our
telecommunications technology consists of the following:

(@) Through our mainframe we are connected to all 89 schools, either
directly or via modem. Student, financial, and electronic mail services are
supported on the mainframe.

(b) We have connected, through T1 lines, many of our school to the
Internet and are in the process of completing the T1 connections to all schools.

(c) We also have cable drops to nearly all schools in the district and
many of the schools are using educational services on cable.

(d) Additionally, we use fax machines in all high schools and many of
the junior high and elementary schools. /
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The Honorable Reed Hundt
Page Two
May 3, 1996

(e) Many of our schools have additional modem connections which are
used to access information from remote sites.

Our district is interested in acquiring new technology, specifically:

(a) Systems to communicate with parents integrating computer and
telephone technology.

(b)  Classes and other instructional support that could be accessed via
Internet of other systems.

(©) Instructional live action video and more general multimedia that
enhances teaching and learning.

(d) The integration of PC’s to data that exist in multiple databases at
multiple locations, client/server applications for students and staff.

(e) Develop “Intranet” applications allowing the end user to use a web
browser and PC platform of choice to access intra-district information, such as
training and district documents.

The affordability of technology usage presents several barriers to our
district, such as:

(@) Technology money generally comes from legislative-designated
funds through our State Office of Education and only amounts to a few thousand
dollars per school.

(b)  We generally don’t have enough money for start-up costs.

(c) It is difficult to cover on-going line costs for technology.

(d) We are shott on money for training staff members to use
telecommunications appropriately.

(e) We can’t afford enough computers and other technology devices to
provide appropriate access in the learning environment.

) Staff to support and develop using the new technologies that are
available.

Our district has benefitted from technology in the following areas:

(a) Greater availability of information in both quality and quantity for
learning.

(b) Additional support for teaching the basic skills.



The Honorable Reed Hundt
Page Three
May 3, 1996

(c) Greater approximation of reality for learning through the use of live
action video and other multimedia.

(d) An increase in the level of tool skill achievement by using
contemporary word processing, desk top publishing, authoring, presentation, and
spread-sheet programs.

(e) Greater technology skill for the workplace by specialized training in
multimedia and applied technology classes.

Technology in the classroom is critical to ensuring that our children can succeed in a
high-tech world marketplace. I urge the Commission to adopt rules that will help bring the
broadest range of educational technology to our schoolchildren.

Sincerely,

iy N e

J ﬁ'&ith A. Larson, Member
Granite Board of Education

SO
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The Ionorable Reed Hundt, Chairman NOV 1 2 1996
Federal Communications Commission
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Washington, DC 20554 Fed::2) ice of Secrotiry

Dear Mr. Hundt:

T am writing about the Universal Service aspects of nulc making for the new teJecommunications
law. 1 urge your strong support for discounted service for libraries and schools and to cndosse the
Commoents filed by the American Library Association. Palim Beach County Library needs access 10
affordable telecommunications bandwidth. The lack of this access is hampering nceded services.
We neexd access to the Internet and to emerging clectronic information resources. To provide that
access librarics need tclecomrmunication service at discounted rates.

Today 10 provide access to electronic information, Palm Beach County Librarics arc paying morc
than $140,000 annually for wclecommunications service. As the library trys 10 provide universal
access o the world wide web and other bandwidth intensive information services in this Jarge
geographic arca, we sec (clccommunication costs as ap increasing deterrent o quality service.

1 endorse the American Library Association's rate recommendation of TSLRIC or the best
commcrcial rate. Pleasc avoid complex burcaucratic solutions and let librarics go into the market
place and purchase discounted service. A simple discount mechanism will be technology ncutral,
promotc competition, and help cnsure information access (o all.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincere,

crry W. Brownlee, Director

¢: Members of Irederal-State Joint Board on Unjversal Service
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The Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chalrmen .

Federal Communivativis Commiasion
1919 M Street, NW, Suitc 814
Washinglon, DC 20554 ‘

Telephone: 202-418.-1000; Facsimile: 202-418-2801

'The Honoreble Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Foderal Communications Comunission
1919 M Strect, NW, Suite 844

- Washinglon, DC 20554
Telephone: 202-418-2200; Facsimile: 202-418-2820

The Honorabie Sussn Ness, Commissioner -
Federal Communitations Commission
1918 M Suctt, NW, Suite 832
, Washington, DC 20354
Telephone: 20}410-2100, Pacsimile: 202-418-2821

The Honorable Julia Jobnson, Commissionsr
Florids Public Sexvice Commission
Cupital Circle (Office Center
2540 Shumard Osk Boulevard
Tallahassee, F1. 32399-0850
Telephone: 904-413-6044; Focaimile: 904-413-6395

The Honerable Keanoth MeClurs, Vice Clnirman ..
Missauri Publie Service Comminion
30} W, High Street, Suits 530
Joflerson City, MO 65101
Telophone: $73-751-4221; Pacaimile: $73-751- 1847

The Honorabls Sharon L. Nebson, Chairman
Wasliugton Uiilitles & Tnnsponumn
POBox 47250 - (300 Sadh Evergreenturk DR SW
Olympls, WA 98504-77‘50
Teloplone: 160-753-6430; Facsimile: 360-586-1150

The Honorshle .uska Schoenfelder, Commissioner -
South Dukots Public Utllities Cammission
500 I Capitol Street ‘
Piwte, 8D 575015070
Telephone: 605 773-3201; Fasaimile: 605-773.3809

Martbs 8. Hoperty -
Public Counsel for the State of Missouri
PO Box 7800, Harry 8. Truman Building - Room 250
Jofferson City, MO 65102
Telpphone: $73-751-5561; Facaimile: 573-751-5562
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Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners Ness and Chong,

1 am attaching the editorial I submitted to the NYTimes, Washington Post, and Wall
Street Journal . As an educator, interactive media expert and advocate, parent and
concerned citizen I ask you to consider the enormous benefit s to our society that can be
brought about if you vote to pass the resolution to bring about an “E-rate” with
provisions to provide permanent, deep discounts on services, make services available to all
schools and libraries, and make all telecommunications servic:s truly affordable for all
communities of learners.

Sincerely,

CHRIA PER L ypa sy

Carla Seal-Wanner, Ed.D.
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Submitted by: Dr. Carla Seal-Wanner, forrerly Director of the
Graduate Program in Instructional Technolocy and Media, Columbia
University, interactive media advocate, consultant and developer,
mother of a five-year-old daughter well on t2r way to digeratidum.

CONFRONTING THE TECHNOLOGY GAP IN THE BRIDGE TO THE NEXT MILLENNIUM

As we walk across the infamous bridge to tlie 21st Century one of
the most significant factors contributing to the vast divide
between educationally advantaged and disadventaged students in our
nation will be limited access to computers and valuable computer
learning tools in school and at home. This month America has the
opportunity to demonstrate its commitment to working on the problem
of universal access to information technolc¢gies for all children
and life-long learners. Pending FCC legislation can ensure that
advanced telecommunications services are avzilable to all learners
who will be ocut there on the educational plaving fields of the next
millennium.

without the opportunities to obtain the skills to become literate,
discerning and skilled consumers of the new interactive media the
vast majority of our young citizens will not even be invited to the
tryouts. The young digeratl of the future will only be those who
can afford their own computer, or are fortunate enough to attend
one of the nine percent of our public schools, four percent of
private schools or live near one of the libraries (28 percent)
wired to the empowering informational and educational resources of
the Internet. If the estimated 60 percent «¢f new jobs created by
the year 2000 will require computer skills wlo will be prepared for
those jobs?

On November B, the Federal Communication Comnaission will receive a
recommendation that can determine the extent to which libraries and
schools nationwide have access to affordab.e and locally chosen
telecommunications services. The passage of 'he Telecommunications
Act earlier this year mandates the develcpment of a rate for
educational institutions; or an "E-rate" to s:zcure affordable rates
reflecting the financial capability of a comnunity. As the FCC and
the Federal-State Joint Board consider implcmenting the universal
service provision of the Telecommunications Act citizens must
demand that they pass the resolution to bring about an "E-rate"
with provisions to provide permanent, deep (iscounts on services,
make services available to all schools and 1libraries, and make all
telecommunications services truly affordable for all communities of
learners.

The Clinton Administration and the FCC have .orked hard to improve
the quality of the media in our children’s lives. They supported
the recent "V-chip" legislation with the req.irement that industry
rate programs with violent content so that jarents will have the
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option to block these shows from their hom2. This summer the FCC
ratified the ruling of the Children’s Tel:ision Act of 1990 to
require licensees to provide three hours per week of quality
educational programming for children. Now as a nation, we must
recognize not only the problem of the lack »f guality media in all
our children’s lives, but the fact that those media of the highest
quality and educatiocnal value are most likz2ly to be available to
more affluent children.

Children from economically disadvantaged households are more likely
to have as their regular "screen" diet: older TV sets which will
not have the '"V-chip'", 1less disposablc income to pay for
educational videotape rentals or purchases and cable access —-
where alternative programs and educational services for children
are likely to appear soon, and limited or no access to computer
learning tools. There is already some evic¢2nce that the children
who do have access to computers use them more than they watch TV,
with much of their '"screen'" time devotcd to activities they
characterize as '"for learning."

Electronic and information deprivation follrws hard on the heels of
economic deprivation, raising the specter :hat poor children may
never have a fair chance to participate as full citizens. The
pending FCC regulation can begin to attac«: this problem through
positive steps to implement universal :ccess to educational
opportunities that can help prepare all. of America’s young

cybercadets for the creative, intellectual, civic and work-place
challenges of the next millennium.

Individual citizens, educators, and industry leaders should all

participate in this historic opportunity -o i

information to every school childpaond lifey.l.;)ng t;.];lanrgneihien b;‘?nzlricgf
In particular, hardware and software industry leaders should act
now to have an impact on this decision. The incentive for them is
clear: these are the users, consumers, and creators of your
products for the futurel Y

Write to the FCC today and do your part tec .
rate —— the "E-rate" -- becomes parg)of the eodinat a discounted

(FCC @ 1919 M Street Nw, Washington, D.cC. <0554).

October 23,1996, New York, N.Y.




